
MA-RUG
Fun With Forms



Introduction

 Common to use Cognos to provide ‘excel’ like spreadsheets and charts or 
to do quick queries to check data in the core;

 ‘Forms’ are another way to expand your use of the Cognos tool.

 Definition:  A form presents data in a visually appealing and standard format.



Some ways forms are used at Meridian

 Employee Set Up or Modification;

 Loan Watch Review (used for Loan Committee and board reporting);

 To mimic data entry screens for data validation;

 Loan Collateral By CIF/Loan.



Advantages

• A more a user friendly way of presenting data.

• More flexibility on how data is formatted and combined;

• Easier to display related snippets of data about a single item;

• Efficiency – can easily combine core with data supplied by user at run time.



Examples





Fillable Form Example





Concepts to be reviewed

 Repeater Tables / Repeater

 Singletons

 Table of Contents
 Book Marks

 Concatenation

 Prompt pages

 Understanding your data structure and report requirements



Reports to be Created
 Loan Collateral by CIF/Loan 

 Concepts reviewed
 Repeater Tables/Repeater

 Singletons

 Table of Content/ Bookmarks

 Understanding how data is structured

 Rate Override Request Form
 Concepts reviewed

 Prompting

 Fillable Forms



Loan Collateral Report



Repeater Tables/Reports

 Terminology
 Repeaters tables are used when you repeat items in a table structure.  For 

instance a mailing label.  Repeater tables are the outer  shell

 Repeaters are used when you want to repeat items in no particular structure



DEMO



Run Time Fillable Forms

 Sometimes you want to add information to a report at runtime.
 New Employee Set Up/Change 

 Identify Employees Manager/Department;

 Document why permissions are being added or deleted.

 Rate Override Request
 Document reason for override request.

Forms can be set up to allow you to fill in the information.



Fillable Form

 Terminology/Concepts
 Prompts

 Value prompt 

 ParamDisplayValue -Returns a string that is the parameter display value of 
"parameterName". 



Fillable Form Demo
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